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May Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair 

Please note - On 07 May, our annual “Southern” meeting will be at the beautiful Island Way 

Restaurant overlooking the ocean on Oak Island, located at 1407 East Beach Drive.  For this spe-

cial luncheon, our menu is priced at $22 for your choice of three unique menu items created by the 

Island Way staff.  Price includes your choice of entree, soft beverages, coffee and tea. Cocktails, 

beer and wine are available to for purchase. Payment for lunch will be made at the restaurant using 

cash, check or credit card. 

Our program will feature military historian Rod Gragg, director of the CresCom Bank Center 

for Military and Veteran Studies at Coastal Carolina University, author of over 20 books on 

historical topics.  Professor Gragg will be speaking to us about “Lessons in Leadership from the 

Greatest Generation”.   

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 3 May, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 

910-540-8459. 

 

How Do I Get to the May Oak Island Luncheon Meeting????? 

If you travel Route 17 S: 

• Cross the Cape Fear Bridge/Holmes Bridge/421 S, head to Routes 74/76/17 through the 

construction area in Belville/Leland. 

• Continue on 17 S. 

• At Mile Marker 31, take a left off of 17 S and go through the town of Bolivia on Old 

Ocean Highway/ 17 Bypass (about a mile and a half). 

• Just past the BB&T bank on the right, take the next left onto Midway Road.  

• Stay on Midway for 7 miles and at the light at the junction of Route 211, cross over 211 

and continue another 5 miles to the Swain’s Cut Bridge which gets you on Oak Is-

land.  You are now on Middleton St. 

• Follow Middleton for about a mile and it will “T” at a stop sign for Beach Drive.  Take a 

left on Beach Drive and the Island Way Restaurant is at 1407 Beach Drive. 

If you take the Ferry: 

• Once off the ferry, follow the road to Moore St. take a left onto Moore St. 

• Go into Southport and at the traffic light, take a right turn on Howe St. 

• Follow Howe until it turns into Route 211.  Stay on 211 past the main entrance to St 

James Plantation. 

• Go another 3 miles to the next traffic light and take a left onto the road heading towards 

Oak Island. 

• You will go 5 miles to the Swain’s Cut Bridge, then the instructions are the same as those 

driving 17 S. 

 

 

 

mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
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Upcoming Programs for 2019 

07 June Annual “Pig Pickin” and Scholarship Presentations – Hugh MacRae Park, 

Wilmington 

Jul, Aug  Summer Break 

10 Sep                         TBD 

1 Oct   TBD 

5 Nov   TBD 

3 Dec   Special Holiday Luncheon featuring the “Harmony Belles” 

 

Reminder about June “Pig Pickin” - Save the Date for the Annual Pig Pickin'.  June 7, 2019, 

1700, Hugh MacRae Park, shelter 6.  $20/per person.  Please make your reservations through the 

MOAA, SENCLAND Chapter, Website https://sencland.org/.  This event is prepaid, pre-re-

served, so your only way to register for it is through the website. 

 

Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Ken Klassen 

Greetings SENCLAND members:  It has been an active spring season for the Chapter.  We have 

been involved in monthly meetings, committee work, recruiting, surveys, Leadership Award 

Presentations, Scholarship applications, NC and National Legislative Affairs in support of Vet-

eran Organizations plus keeping up with friends and families. It is a full-time job. So, I will keep 

it short this month - just a couple of notes for your information.  We have only two programs re-

maining before our summer break.  If you have not RSVP’d for the Oak Island event at the Is-

land Way Restaurant on May 7th, please do so.  Professor Rod Gragg will speak on ‘Leaders 

from the Greatest Generation’.  On Friday June 7th at 1700 we will meet at Hugh MacRae Park 

for our annual Pig Pickin’ and awarding of JROTC Scholarships. 

I want to compliment our Chapter members for the excellent response you’ve given to the mem-

bership survey. You gave us numerous helpful ideas and suggestions.  There is still time to send 

in your comments using the survey form.  We will review inputs at the next Board of Directors 

Meeting on 13 May, plus discuss other Chapter business agenda items. 

A note of some concern - last week a number of our members were hit with an email scam re-

questing you submit your cell number so that ‘an urgent financial need’ could be discussed via 

text or phone call. It was not coming from the President of SENCLAND.  Beware! If you receive 

such messages, do not respond. Trash it please.  To counter the threat, I have removed all Chap-

ter Officer and Committee Chairperson’s email addresses and phone numbers from the web-

site.  We will check if the scam threat has been reduced through that action.  If you receive a sus-

picious email, please contact me using the Contact Tab on the Website to compose a message or 

use a phone number you have for me from your personal directory. Thank you for serving with 

vigilance! 

https://sencland.org/
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CWO5 Ben Van Etten in April  Rain outside, but good cheer inside 

 

Legislative Affairs - Submitted by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

In Washington news, MOAA HQ has been gearing up for the annual “Storming the Hill” lobby-

ing campaign in April. MOAA representatives will visit every member of the House and Senate 

to advocate for legislation of interest to our members. This year’s high-priority issues include: no 

increased TRICARE fees; finally eliminate the “Widow’s Tax”; Agent Orange exposure treat-

ment for Vietnam Blue Water Navy Veterans; full concurrent receipt of military retired pay and 

VA disability compensation.  This is the best time of year for grass-roots involvement in these 

advocacy efforts so that your voice is heard at the same time MOAA HQ is “Storming the Hill”. 

You can make your thoughts on these, and other issues, known through the MOAA Legislative 

Action Center at: http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/.   

On 28 February, House Bill 213 was filed in the North Carolina House of Representatives. HB 

213 is virtually identical to last Session’s HB 103 and would extend the NC tax deduction of mil-

itary, federal and state retirement to more recent retirees not covered under current law (the so-

called Bailey-Patton deductions). This bill has been referred to the Committee on Pensions and 

Benefits for review. The 4th Branch and MOAA NC Council of Chapters have joined in a lobby-

ing effort to get this legislation passed during the 2019-2020 Session. The first meeting in Ra-

leigh to meet with House members was March 19th. There are two things every MOAA member 

can do to support this legislation. First, become a member of 4th Branch by signing up at: 

http://4thbranchnc.org/. It’s free and gives you access to 4th Branch legislative updates and pre-

pared messages to your NC elected representatives. Your participation will increase the number 

of formal supporters of this legislation - an important tool in the lobbying effort. Second, you can 

contact your House representative directly with a message of your own. Find your representa-

tive’s contact info on the excellent NC General Assembly web site at: 

www.ncleg.gov/RNR/Representation. Additional information is also available on the 

SENCLAND Web site. 

A few other bills of interest to retirees and veterans have also been filed. I will be reporting on 

these in future issues. As in past years, MOAA representatives will participate in the annual NC 

Veterans Legislative Day at the General Assembly. There will be future information on this 

event. 

 

Important Announcement from Chapter 885 of Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter 885 of the Vietnam Veterans of America, Wilmington, is hosting an open house for 

"Blue Water" sailors, or their widows, to receive information and sign up for potential service-

related benefits.  A United States Federal Court has ruled that Blue Water sailors, in addition to 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
http://4thbranchnc.org/
http://www.ncleg.gov/RNR/Representation
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Brown Water Navy personnel already covered, may be eligible for Agent Orange Benefits.  The 

event will be held Saturday, 5/4/2019, from 9 am to 5 pm at 801 Princess Street, Wilmington. 

Editor’s Note:  All personnel who served in-country and in brown water areas of Vietnam have 

had benefits available to them when affected by one or more of the “presumptive” diseases 

caused by exposure to Agent Orange.  Among the diseases are prostate cancer, Parkinson’s Dis-

ease, types of sarcomas, non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, multiple myeloma, and more.  If you were a 

Blue Water Vietnam sailor…i.e., served within 12 miles of the coast of Vietnam…and con-

tracted any of these diseases, it’s possible you may be eligible for benefits. 

 

Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer 

2019 SENCLAND Chapter Dues 

Payment of dues is required by the end of January each year, and there are still a number 

of members who have not yet paid.  If you have a question about your payment status, please 

contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net, or 910-686-6905.   

Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership 

dues. The annual dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in 

the State. Chapter dues pay for representational items at military and veteran functions, special 

events like our WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans’ Recognitions, MOAA logo gifts for 

luncheon speakers, membership in the North Carolina MOAA Council of Chapters, website 

maintenance, mailing costs, and other operational expenses.  

Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:   

• All members 90 years of age or older  

• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a 

member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year. 

 

Donations 

Please consider donating to the Chapter's Scholarship & Outreach Programs that provide sup-

port for local veterans and military members and their families and/or Junior ROTC and Veter-

ans Scholarships. 

There are two ways to pay your dues and make donations: 

On-Line: 

Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the 

menu on the left side of the home page. 

On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter dues, the other is to 

make a donation. Continue by clicking on the appropriate "Buy Now" button and follow the 

prompts. 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at  

dgould321@yahoo.com or 910- 319-7021 

 

Mail in a Hard Copy: 

Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:   

SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA 

                              P.O. Box 10015 

                               Wilmington, NC  28404 

Name:    _____________________________________   

Address:   __________________________________ 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net
http://www.sencland.org/
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_______________________________ 

Email Address:  _____________________________ 

Telephone number:  _________________                                          Dues $__________ 

                                              Donation  $__________ 

                                              Total $__________ 

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address. 

                 You may also bring the completed form and payment to the monthly luncheon  

 

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair 

We are pleased to report the following new SENCLAND Chapter members: 

  

- John Fletcher, Captain, USAF (Former Officer).  John and Marie-Pierre live 

in Holden Beach 

- Roy Valiant, Chief Warrant Officer, USA (Ret). Roy and Valerie live in Leland 

- Robert Winzinger, Brigadier General, USA (Ret.). Bob lives in Leland 

 
 Please continue to invite friends and neighbors that are current, former or retired military, Public 

health or other Uniformed Service officers to a luncheon so that they can benefit from participa-

tion with the Chapter. Virtually all guests that have attended in the past have joined, keeping the 

Chapter strong and active. 

 

2019 SENCLAND MOAA Member Survey 

 In March we launched the Chapter's most recent membership survey. Chapter leadership is very 

interested in learning what members like about the Chapter and its activities and what they 

would like to see improved. 

Copies of the survey were distributed at the March and April luncheons, plus all members should 

have received an e-mail with the survey or a copy by US Postal Service (for members that do not 

use e-mail). If you have not received a copy please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bell-

south.net.  A copy is also available on the Chapter's website: https://sencland.org/.  It is in the 

News and Events Section and in Membership Section. 

Completing the survey should take about 10 minutes and participation is entirely voluntary, but 

we do want input from as many members as possible. 

 

 

Scholarships & Awards Update – Submitted by LeeRoy Hanna, Scholarships & Awards Chair 

We would like to recognize the following members who have donated to the scholarship/out-

reach programs in the first quarter:     

 

Samuel Alano 

Joseph Albanese  

Mary Baggett  

Mary Margaret Carman* 

Marian Combs 

William Coombes ** 

Tom Connolly 

Barry Coyle  

Haywood Davis 

Brud Deas 

David Delong 

Emma Dineen 

Ron Fascher 

Lawrence Fetner 

Mary Sue Floyd 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net
mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net
https://sencland.org/
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William Flynn 

David Foster   

Betty Grace 

Jeri Graham * 

Lynwood Grissom 

LeeRoy Hanna ** 

Charles Harriman 

David Igelman 

Robert Johannesen 

Philip Jones 

Thomas C Jones 

Larry Wilson ** 

Douglas Juhl 

Joseph Kinzer 

Jane Love ** 

Timothy Marvin 

Juanita Neumeister * 

Charles North 

Bruce Patterson ** 

Leslie Petty * 

Robert Quinn 

Edward Reilly 

Gordon Robinson 

Al Schroetel ** 

Edward Sniffin 

Catherine Snyder * 

Hershell Wolfe ** 

John Melia   

Frank Steele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melba Williams 

Paul Wilson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Stephenson 

John Stewart * 

Melinda Stewart 

Ronald Tilmon * 

James Allan Turner * 

Howard Usher 

 

 

 

* Donations $100 to $199  

** Donations $200 or more 

 

Please considering a donation to these worthwhile projects now.  We have received twelve schol-

arship applications from JROTC units and are always accepting applications for outreach sup-

port. Thank you again to all our generous contributors.  
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JROTC Leadership Awards Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Schol-

arship Chair  

 We have started receiving dates for the upcoming JROTC Leadership Award presentations.  I 

have scheduled presenters for the schools where we now know the dates of their award ceremo-

nies.  If you are interested in making a presentation, please send me an email at  

MACHanna@aol.com and I will make sure I get the possible dates to you. I am looking for pre-

senters for the following schools and dates: 

 

Whiteville  9 May    1800 

West Columbus 10 May  1730 

South Columbus 4 or 11 May  1100? 

Heide Trask  TBD 

Wallace-Rose Hill TBD 

Please let me know if you are interested and/or available for one of these schools.  Thank you to 

all of you who support these very visible and worthwhile programs. 

 

Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair  

Chapter Outreach funds are being provided to support exhibition of The Vietnam Traveling Me-

morial Wall in our area. The Wall is a 288-foot replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 

Washington, D.C. The display is scheduled July 25 through July 29 at Mayfaire Town Center, 

1055 International Drive in Wilmington and will be free to the public. The Vietnam Traveling 

Memorial Wall honors the more than three million Americans who served in the U.S. armed 

forces during the Vietnam War and its walls bear the names of the more than 58,000 men and 

women who made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. American Honor Guards of North Caro-

lina and Chapter 885 of Vietnam Veterans of America are responsible for bringing this important 

symbol of our country’s history to our region. 

 

Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 2019 - American Legion Post 10 will hold a ceremony to 

honor and remember the more than 1,300,00 killed in action, 2,700,000 wounded, 1,700 that died 

in captivity and hundreds still missing in action in our foreign wars (Civil war excluded).   The 

ceremony will be adjacent to the American Legion/Gold Star Mothers Memorials at 11:00 a.m., 

in Hugh McRae Park.   Giving the address will be SENCLAND MOAA Member CDR Bill Pas-

chall, USN (Ret.), who is a native of Wilmington. 
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SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org)  over the past few 

months, you have read coverage about a busy summer of special events plus legislative up-

dates.  There are numerous pieces in the News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery 

and Our Heritage tabs for your review.  Also, numerous new members have joined and their con-

tact info is available in the roster that is available to members only.  If you need help logging 

onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-791-

3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, 

in the case of a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the spe-

cific mailing address for family members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from 

SENCLAND Chapter.  This is a vital communication process - we want our membership to 

know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an 

affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated 

chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a 

part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of 

military members, retirees, and their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness 

on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and 

national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities 

and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide infor-

mation on upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim 

to compete with established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what 

MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep 

you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other 

and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. 

Simply send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, 

(bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will 

be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can 

see a full listing of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this 

way provides a way to recognize our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in 

the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, 

other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of 

SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of publishing 

this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activi-

ties, increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your 

http://www.sencland.org/
tel:(910)%20791-3999
tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
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neighbors to participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA 

SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all 

appreciate their support of our important initiatives. 
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 
“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email  

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

